
People, we are walking where the Saints have trod.                 Originally written.   
23/12/13.  A.E.H. 

I would like to say a few things about how “Walk Cone Valley” came about.   

Like “the troubles in Northern Ireland” it is difficult to know where to start the story.  So I 
will start in 653 AD.     In 653AD Saint Cedd (as he became) a Monastic Missionary, sailed 
from Lindisfarne with 30 Missionary Monks, and arrived at Bradwell on the Dengie 
Peninsula.  He had been invited to bring Christianity to this part of the world by King 
Sigbert, the King of Essex.  (Continual plundering & pillaging was doing every bodies head 
in).   

Essex was one of 7 Kingdoms, at the time, with Mercia (the bulky middle part of England) 
being the first to embrace Christianity, after King Peada had become a Christian in 632 AD 
and had invited Cedd and Chad (one of his three brothers) plus 3 Priests to come and 
evangelise his people.   

King Sigbert noted how successful this had been, and decided to have a go with his pagan 
East-Saxons.  Cedd built “Saint Peter’s on the Wall” a Chapel, farm, library, school and a 
place to work from. The Chapel still stands firm today. 

Saint Cedd, (also became the 1st Bishop of Essex), he did not stop at one Chapel; he also 
set up mission centres at Upminster, Tilbury, Prittlewell and Mersea.  Did you know “the 
south end of Prittlewell became known as Southend”? 

 Anyway I digress, what I wanted to share with you is the fact the Cedd preached from 
under the Great Oak Tree at Great Yeldham on A1017.  It probably wasn’t the A1017 then, 
and it probably wasn’t the same Oak Tree, but Son or Grandson of the original Oak Tree.  
So “we will be walking where the saints have trod”.   

The Dengie Peninsular was re-Evangelised by Through Faith Missions (TFM) in 2008.  By 
invitation of the Churches and under the leadership of Revd Peter Adams. 

                                                      =============================== 

If you have a few more minutes to spare may I tell you a little about Spurgeon?  Known by 
his Mum & Dad as Charles Haddon Spurgeon.  Born in Kelvdon in 1834, he moved to 
Colchester at 18 Months and lived off Hythe Hill.  Being the first born, as the family grew, 
and the house didn’t, he was shipped out to his Grandparents at Stambourne (where the 
source of the River Colne is, between Stambourne & Steeple Bumpstead).  His Grandfather 
was the Minister at Stambourne Congregational Chapel (Established 1662).  Rev Adrian Burr 
is the Minister today and is one of the people who has invited TFM to the Colne Valley in 
May 2014.  

Briefly, he became a Christian on 1850.  The snow was so heave that he could not get to 
Tollesbury Congregational Church, where his father John, was an honorary Pastor.  So he 
wandered into the “Primate Methodist Chapel” in Artillery Street Colchester (near his 
home off Hythe Hill).  Isaiah 45 v 22 & the preacher did the job.  In the evening he went, 
with his Mother Eliza to Eld Lane, Baptised Church.  People we are “walking where the 
Saints have trod”.  So what did he do, this C H Spurgeon? 

In 1853 age 19 he was packing Churches in London, people were being turned away.  In 
1855 The Metropolitan Tabernacle was built to accommodate 6, 000 people per service, 
two services on Sunday to hear Spurgeon.  It is rumoured that Queen Victoria came in 
disguise.  He preached to over 10 Million people (no TV or Radio then). He sold 180 Million 
copies of his sermons (at a penny each).  He wrote 150 Books.  He started 66 Good causes: 
Alms Houses, Orphanages, Pastor’s training Collages, 20 Mission Centres, “Ragged Schools” 



and this all came from his own pocket, mainly from the sale of his books.  C H Spurgeon 
the “Prince of Preachers”.


